THE  COMMISSIONERS
termined to send Gourgaud to Europe, for he is possessed by recollections of Tilsit and Erfurt, and is, therefore, anxious to make overtures to the Emperor Alexander, " though there is nothing in the communications of Balmain to warrant these hopes/' On January II, 1818, he has this entry: "An important communication from Count Balmain is transmitted through General Gourgaud. Dreams of a return to Europe, and of princely hospitality in Russia/' We turn to Gourgaud, and find that on that day he tried, as the Emperor desired, to meet Balmain, but failed to do so. Neither there nor elsewhere does he hint at any communication such as is described by Mon-tholon. In vain, too, we search Balmain's despatches, which are, indeed, in a very different vein. What this communication, conveyed from some one through some one, neither of whom knew anything about it, purported to be, we also learn from Montho-lon. On February 10, 1818, he has a vague entry about hopes from the fraternal friendship of Alexander, and as to the acceptability of Gourgaud at the Russian court. Under these influences Napoleon dictates an elaborate reply to the mysterious message, which had never been sent or received. In this paper he thanks the Emperor Alexander, as a brother, for the assurance received from him through Balmain, and for the hospitality offered by him in Russia, proceeds to answer three questions which the Emperor Alexander had ordered Balmain to put, as to the occupation of the duchy of Oldenburg in 1812, as to the war with Russia, and as to the failure in the negotiations for a Russian marriage: and concludes by offering the Emperor Alexander his alliance should that sovereign throw over the Bourbons,
159ed form it was forwarded to Napoleon, who
